
We live in a world of materials 
 

-It is materials that give substance to everything we see and touch; 

  

-Our species, homo sapiens, differs from others most significantly, 

perhaps, through the ability to design, to make things out of materials, 

and in the ability to see more in an object than its external form;  

 

-Objects can have meaning, carry associations or be symbols of more 

abstract ideas; 

 
-Designed objects, symbolic as well as utilitarian, predate any 

recorded language; they provide the earliest evidence of a cultural 

society and of symbolic reasoning. Some of these objects are: 
       -Predominantly functional purpose: the water wheel, the steam engine, the gas turbine; 

       -purely symbolic or decorative; 

       -But most significantly, there are objects that combine the functional with the symbolic 

and decorative 



Lascaux is famous for its Paleolithic cave paintings, found in a complex 

of caves in the Dordogne region of southwestern France, because of their 

exceptional quality, size, sophistication and antiquity. Estimated to be up 

to 20,000 years old, the paintings consist primarily of large animals, once 

native to the region 

Cave paintings of Lascaux, France 



The wooden masks of Peru 



The marble sculptures of Attica 
Attica is a historical region that encompasses the city of Athens, the capital of Greece 



Coliseum of Rome 



Empire State Building,  

New York 

Dome of the Rock,  

Jerusalem 



Wedgewood china 
was a fine china, porcelain, and luxury accessories company founded on 1 May 1759[1] by 
English potter and entrepreneur Josiah Wedgwood. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wedgwood#cite_note-BBC_Stoke_&_Staffordshire_2009-05-01-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josiah_Wedgwood


Tiffany glass 
refers to the many and varied types of glass developed and produced from 1878 to 1933 at the 
Tiffany Studios in New York, by Louis Comfort Tiffany and a team of other designers, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Comfort_Tiffany


Chippendale furniture 

various styles of furniture fashionable in the third quarter of the 18th century and named after 
the English cabinetmaker Thomas Chippendale. The first style of furniture in England named 
after a cabinetmaker rather than a monarch, it became the most famous name in the history of 
English furniture 

https://www.britannica.com/technology/furniture
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas-Chippendale


Mixing Delightful Decoration and Utilitarian  Function 



For materials and design, it is the combination of elements of art and 

science that make it work. Materials are not simply numbers on a 

datasheet. And design is not a meaningless exercise in styling and it is 

not an isolated exploration of technology. What matters is the process 

of finding solutions that are meaningful to people, that enable new 

experiences and inspire and create positive impact in society and in 

our own daily lives. Today, people are looking for products that are 

sustainable and lovable, and it is the job of a designer to create those 

products. We need to evolve from an industrial society that is driven 

by consumerism to one that respects and admires materiality and 

efficiency. To explore materiality, we need to get inside the factory 

and meet the craftsmen and -women that make our products. To make 

decisions about efficient use of materials, a basic foundation of 

technical knowledge of materials and manufacturing is required. In 

combination, materiality and efficiency allow the designer to create 

products that are creative and yet fully optimized tangible expressions 

of an idea. It is this idea that will go-to market. 

Materials and design 


