Course Syllabus: Essential Issues in Public Health Policy 

 Instructor’s Name: Mariam Amer Al-Tell ....

 Date: Tuesday /week

Place:  Faculty of Medicine and Health Science Building 17 

 Room number:

Contact Information: m.altell@najah.edu
I. Course Description 


Public health systems are operating within a context of ongoing changes, which exert several pressures on the public health systems. These changes include: shifts in demographic and epidemiological trends in diseases (including the emergence and re-emergence of new diseases) and in the prevalence of risk and protective factors; new technologies for health care, communication and information; existing and emerging environmental hazards, some associated with globalization; and health reform. This course is about understanding essential public health issues and related policies in national and international contexts. It is also about understanding public health systems and policy interactions. On this module,students develop a critical understanding of the public health, and are encouraged to engage in critical debate using historical and theoretical perspectives to examine major public health issues and policy developments. Students are encouraged to draw on and share their own experience to inform theirunderstanding of contemporary public health. Emphasis is placed on collaborative working by students in evaluating current policies and practices as well as in generating new ideas  

 Students will relate policies, practice, and the ideologies which shape them, to the prevailing social and economic conditions. Social inequalities, particularly the widening 'health gap' are a key theme in developing and developed nations. Students have the opportunity to apply generalized knowledge to specific areas of public health policy and practice and to reflect critically on the implications of policy interventions across disciplines and agencies. In preparation for the assessment taught sessions are complemented by student-led group work in which students relate general issues to their own experience and practice as well as that of their peers. Students also focus on the geographic context of public health: local, national and international. Assessment of this module is by Patchwork text. This is a learning and assessment process where students build up a final piece of written work through an iterative process of peer feedback and review. A patchwork assessment is basically a collection of sub task's that are given to groups or individuals which can then be used within a final synthesis 

II. Learning Objectives 

After the completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

· Describe public health organization 
· Recognize essential public health issues 
· Explain, debate and evaluate current public health issues and policies.  
· Explore inter-linkages between public health, social determinants, social inequality, health gaps and health policy formulation.  
· Describe evidence-based policy for managing key public health issues
· Use health policy research to explain and to understand a public health issue  

Secondary Objectives 
· To gain the ability to work in teams.  
· To attain oral and written presentation skills through the analysis and reporting of case situations. 
· To acquire the skills of discussion, negotiation, and and organize your ideas. 
· To enhance your research ability 
· To provide an opportunity for developing your teamwork and interpersonal skills 
· To express ideas clearly, logically and persuasively in oral and written communication. 

Teaching Method: 
The course will combine lectures with case analyses. A typical class includes reviewing key points of each session using power point presentations, discussing some cases, as it relates to our chapter discussions. “Essential Issues in Public Health Policy” are best learned through real examples and cases. In order to achieve maximum benefits from this course, students are expected to be thoroughly prepared before each session of the class. Students are required to offer their insights and observations in each of the cases to be discussed or presented in the class, as I will provide guidelines during discussions. 

III. Evaluation and Requirements: 

Attendance Policy:
 Since the course contain case studies and discussion, attendance and participation in discussion are significant and count in final marks of the course. core courses of management should be taken before admitted to this course. 

Grade Determination: 

Course grades will be determined as follows:  

Individual Class Attendance and Participation     10% 
· Project 

20%
· Topic Presentation20% 
· Paper writing               10%

· Final Exam                   50% 

Total           100% 

IV. Instructional Materials:
Key Texts/Literature   
-Nuffield Council on Bioethics; 2007,Public health:  ethical issues. Cambridge Publishers Ltd

- Rayner, G., Lang, T., 2012. Ecological Public Health: Reshaping the conditions for good health. Routledge, London. 
- Somer, M., Parker., (eds), 2013. Structural Approaches in Public health. Routledge, London.
 - Foresight report, The. 2007. Tackling obesities: future choices - project report (2nd edition). HMSO, London. 
- Green, J., Tones, K., 2010. Health promotion: Planning an strategies. 2nd edition. Sage, London 

2- Additional readings may be distributed in class. When necessary 

  Various course materials including power points, lecture notes, case discussion questions and assignments will also be provided. 

V. Weekly Class Schedule: 

 This course will consume 3 hours per week ‘
	1st Week:  4/9

	· Course Introduction, syllabus review, and Overview Lecture 
	

	· Introduction to health care and the levels 
	

	2nd Week:   18/9

	· What is health, Public Health? 
	

	· Health determinants
	

	· PHC and related services 
	

	3ed Week: 25/9

	· Policy& public policy and Health policy 
	

	4th Week:   2/10

	· Health system and health care system 
	

	5th   Week:  9/10

	· Ethical consideration 
	

	· Equity and Equality in Public Health  
	

	6th Week 11/10

	· Infection and sterilization: dentist clinic an example 

· Fluoridation of water
	Areej

Raneen

	7th Week 16/10

	· Transportation
	Rasha

	· Communicable and vaccination /Case study
	Suha

	8th Week 23/10

	· Antibiotic uses and policy of restriction 

· OTC . effect oh health and the related policies 

· Dangerous drugs and narcotics 
	Heba

Aman

Enas

	9th Week 30/10

	· Mental Health /Case study 
	Haneen

	· Heart health and policy 
	Abullaha

	10th Week 6/11

	· Work place 
	kulthom

	· Environment 
	Mohamad 

	11th Week 13/11

	· Nutrition and Health

· Food and obesity 
	Salwa

Belal

	12thweek  20/11

	· Health Economics 
	Motaz

Fikree

	· Health Systems Organization and Financing 
	

	13thweek  27/11

	· Tobacco
	Ayat 

	· Alcohol
	Sana 

	14th week 4/12

	· Health Policy Research  
	

	15th week 13/12

	· Practical skills in policy analysis and development
	

	16th week 
	

	Final exam 
	


VI. Final Exam 

Final Exam:  40% of final grade The final examination will comprise both a short case study and a number of conventional examination type questions.  The exam assesses comprehension of, and ability to understand and to describe the essential issues in Public Health Policy.  The final examination specifically requires students to apply past learning in addressing the case and examination questions.   

VII. Further Readings (Recommended Literature) 

  Jamison DT, Breman JG, Measham AR, et al. Disease Control Priorities in Developing Countries. 2nd edition. Washington (DC): The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development / The World Bank; New York: Oxford University Press; 2006. 
 Medical Technology Assessment Directory: A Pilot Reference To Organizations, Assessments, and Information Resources. Institute of Medicine (US) Council on Health Care Technology; Goodman C, editor. Washington (DC): National Academies Press (US); 1988. 
 Rayner, G., Lang, T., 2012. Ecological Public Health: Reshaping the conditions for good health. Routledge, London.
Somer, M., Parker., (eds), 2013. Structural Approaches in Public health. Routledge, London.
 Foresight report, The. 2007. Tackling obesities: future choices - project report (2nd edition). HMSO, London. 
 Green, J., Tones, K., 2010. Health promotion: Planning an strategies. 2nd edition. Sage, London.
 The Future of the Public's Health in the 21st Century. Institute of Medicine (US) Committee on Assuring the Health of the Public in the 21st Century. Washington (DC): National Academies Press (US); 2002.
Course Assignments
A. Presentation 

· YOU will be responsible (individually or in teams of two students depending on the final class size) for presenting an assigned topic (TBC) one time during the semester. 
B. Prepare  Public Health Policy, Brief for any of public health challenge or issue at level of our country 
C. Select any national health policy (Palestine) and discuss :
1. Target group mostly targeted in this pol

2. Effect on health 

3. implantation status and success 
4. barriers and challenges 

I. Effects 

1. Effectiveness: What effects does the policy have on the targeted health problem?  

2. Unintended effects: What are the unintended effects of this policy? 
3. Equity: What are the effects of this policy on different groups? 

II. Implementation 

1. Cost What is the financial cost of this policy? 

2. Feasibility Is this policy technically feasible? 

3. Acceptability Do the relevant stakeholders view the policy as acceptable
